
 

 

IOMC workshop January 2023 – DUCC Intervention 

How can front-runner companies and associations foster and enable 

economic sector and value chain action? 

DUCC Introduction 

DUCC is a platform of 11 European associations which represent “downstream” formulating 

industries ranging from cosmetics and detergents to aerosols, paints, inks, toners, pressroom 

chemicals, adhesives and sealants, construction chemicals, fragrances, lubricants, crop 

protection and chemical distributors industries. The group's main objective is to contribute, with a 

common voice, to the successful implementation of the requirements of the REACH and CLP 

Regulations. 

The chemicals value chain is made up of i) chemicals manufacturers, ii) mixtures manufacturers 

(formulators) and iii) producers of articles. Each of these stakeholders have their own needs and 

contributions to the future objectives of the chemical sector. DUCC – representing 11 formulating 

sectors - is in a unique position of representing industry sectors with diverse products and 

business models that support a sustainable transition. 

Safe and Sustainable Mixtures 

DUCC members are committed to 'safe and sustainable mixtures'. But what does that 

commitment mean in practice? And how can the learnings of DUCC members be applied across 

to support the full value chain? 

The first point to acknowledge is that you need to make different considerations for designing a 

‘safe and sustainable substance’ than to design a ‘safe and sustainable mixture’. This is an 

important consideration, when understanding the sector of chemistry that we are addressing and 

what, collectively we should try to achieve. 

Cleaning products, paints, adhesives, lubricants, cosmetics, plant protection products to name 

just a few… they all have their own special properties and performance to deliver certain 

benefits. Considering the technicalities of formulation allows us to continue having performing 

products. 

We start with the point of safety. This should not be interpreted merely as an absence of 

hazards. Hazard classification cannot be a default criterion to discount the sustainability of a 

mixture. Instead we take steps to manage and minimise the risks, assessments, information 

and warning labels. DUCC members work in a process of continuous improvement towards the 

creation of products that are safe in use –subject to some risk management measures being 

applied where appropriate.  In this line, DUCC is working on the topic in three areas: 

1. Communication of safe use data. For the past 20 years DUCC members have been 

actively engaged on the topic of supply chain communication with the aim of making 

safe use data more accessible to end users – professionals and consumers.  

2. These days we frequently hear the term ‘regrettable substitution’, which of course 

must be avoided; but as a concept this should be interpreted more broadly than just 

replacing one hazardous substance with another that subsequently turns out to be just 

as hazardous. For example, considering also the impact the substituting a substance 

could have on climate or resource use. DUCC is now thus actively engaged in the topic 

of ‘assessment of alternatives’ of substances in products to better define a process that 

would support the EU industry. 



 

 

3. Advancements in Non-Animal Methods/ New Approach Methodologies (NAMs) to 

ensure good risk assessments with reduced animal testing 

On the “sustainable” angle DUCC’s members have also been striving for years to reduce the 

intrinsic environmental impact of their products, in response to demand from consumers as well 

as professional and industrial customers seeking to reduce their own footprint.  Formulating 

industries are typically highly innovative, with hundreds or even thousands of new or updated 

product launches each year. 

Due to their very different production processes, the formulation of mixtures is not as energy 

intensive as the manufacturing of chemical substances. To make more sustainable mixtures 

DUCC members could utilize chemicals that have been manufactured with a lower energy 

footprint. However, greater sustainability benefits will be obtained by focusing on other stages of 

the life cycle of products (e.g. by targeting the use phase of the substance). Some DUCC 

members have already achieved important successes in terms of energy and CO2 reduction 

through voluntary schemes*. 

Conclusion 

To summarise – what should we consider when working towards a common understanding 
globally of what we are trying to achieve.  

- You need to make different considerations for designing a ‘safe and sustainable 
substance’ than to design a ‘safe and sustainable mixture’ 

- Safety should not be interpreted merely as an absence of hazards – but rather DUCC 
would priorities the improvement in communication of safe use data, avoiding regrettable 
substitutions and working towards the advancements of non-animal testing. 

- The sustainability angle is important, it can be a very sectors specific point and DUCC 
members have already achieved important successes in terms of energy and CO2 
reduction through voluntary schemes 

- Why is this important? Because considering the technicalities of formulation allows us to 

continue having performing products. 

 

*DUCC members voluntary schemes 

 

A.I.S.E. – Detergents and 
maintenance products

• The Charter for Sustainable Cleaning www.sustainable-cleaning2020.com/ 

• SINCE 2006: 

•Energy use and CO2 emissions decoupled from production

• 55% less CO2 emissions per tonne of production 

• 43% less energy use per tonne of production

ATIEL - Lubricants • ATIEL Sustainability Committee https://atiel.eu/sustainability-committee/ 

CEPE – Paints, coatings • Ecofootprint tool https://www.cepe.org/sustainability-2/lci-project/ 

Cosmetics Europe - Cosmetics • Sustainability practices https://cosmeticseurope.eu/files/4214/6521/4452/GSP_Brochure.pdf

CropLife Europe – crop protection • CropLife Europe commitments https://croplifeeurope.eu/commitments/2030-commitments/

EFCC - Construction Chemicals

•EFCC Sustainability Charter

•EFCC examples of sustainability in action

•Updated EPD’s for construction chemicals

FEICA – Adhesives and sealants

• FEICA examples of Good Practices to improve sustainable operations:

• FEICA Good Practice Stories

• European Union's 'European Circular Economy Stakeholder Platform' – FEICA examples

IFRA - Fragrances

• IFRA standards & IFRA-IOFI Sustainability Charter

• https://ifrafragrance.org/safe-use/introduction 

• https://ifra-iofi.org/ 

• For more information, you can consult IFRA-IOFI Sustainability Report 2020-2021


